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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

5 April 2004 at 17:30


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Brian Fraser
	John Somers Vine

	Chris Stewart 
	Dave Hughes
	Sharon Tait

	Lerika Cross
	Chris Penberthy
	Constant Volschenk

	Evan Dembskey
	Mary Mc Kinnon
	

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Bruce Dickson
	Jerome Jooste

	
	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave welcomed the committee members. Apologies were noted.
	

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 MARCH 2004
	

	
	Dave signed minutes of March meeting.
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	S&T for May. African Skies, Solar Bulletin, Garden Route newsletter.
	

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	Chris P and Sharon to check if the new members from previous meeting are on the database and will receive labels: Mr Mohamedy, Dr Gerrit Viljoen; Faizel Bhamjee and Dr Kassen.

New members accepted: Clifford and Elsje de Wit and JW Botha.

Eben van Zyl asked, via Mary: 

· Ask new members to introduce themselves at the monthly meeting – committee agreed not to do it.

· To compile a précis of the previous month’s meeting appear in Canopus – no decision.

Chris P’s  statement that he will not continue as Editor of Canopus next year was met with great dismay and he was thanked all-round for having done such a sterling job. 

· Ask membership for volunteer for Editor

· Evan offered his help with Canopus and Dave G with the website as an interim measure

· Lerika offered help with the membership database (maybe get into Excel)

Options for Canopus :

· Prime purpose: to announce monthly meeting to membership

· One-pager a month, longer issue once a quarter

· Get a strategy in place for paper issue versus e-mail versus versus nothing.


	Chris P 

Sharon

Chris P 

Sharon

Dave & Chris P



	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Current account at 23 March: R22 069,57

Call account: R51 996,38

Dave tabled, and the members accepted, that an amount of R1924.42 be paid to AS&TS to bring the Society account to current with SAASTA – o/s rental of R4737.46 was offset with maintenance costs incurred (excl alarm).
	Dave G

	5.2
	Budget:

Dave compiled the budget for next year – the estimated mandatory costs will exceed estimated income from subs;


	

	6
	SECURITY
	

	6.1
	ISS to still fix sensor – Dave H & G have decided to give up trying to get these guys on site.  Dave H will buy and fit sensor.

Dave G will try and recover the R173 from ISS over time and also advise Chubb of poor service  -  ISS is Chubb Approved company.
	Dave H

Dave G

	6.2
	Library window was boarded up by Dave H -  thanks Dave!
	

	6.3
	Weld bolts holding the dome motor (in the Papadopoulus) to the base.
	Dave H

	6.4
	Dave circulated the Assets Register and amendments were noted. All to remember to advise Dave G of new acquisitions to add, eg. 3 canopies bought by Sharon for ScopeX.


	ALL

	7
	LANDLORD SAASTA – ISSUES
	

	7.1
	JCE is a definite alternative to the Obs site: good facilities for monthly meeting, can accommodate library and has store room.  No decision can be made until tenure is determined with SAASTA.  Dave G will write note to this effect to Prof Hall and Liz Harris.
	Dave G



	7.2
	Suzi (AS&TS) will rent ASSA a room to house the Library at R48/m2 a month.   
	

	7.3


	Committee to agree at next meeting whether trees should be marked/cut.
	

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Papadopoulus Dome:

Dome operation switches to be changed to proper industrial switches and a wiring diagram done and placed inside the panel.  Dave H has acquired the switches and will fit these in due course.
	Dave H



	8.2
	List of licensed drivers to be kept in the domes, on the website (under Contact Us) and in the database and tags done.


	Dave H

Chris P

Sharon

	8.3
	Jacobs Dome:  Dave H has the digital setting circles and asked for assistance to install – Brian offered his help.  Re-balancing of tube.
	Dave H

Brian

	8.4
	Chris S donated some eyepiece components to John to put into suitable barrels for use.
	John

	8.5
	Dave has the surveillance camera (donated by Melvyn) but we have no monitor. Everyone to look out for opportunities for acquiring monitor.
	ALL

	8.6
	Dave H will contact Jim Knight (973 1380) to return the telescope to the Observatory for inspection, recording and possible maintenance.


	Dave H

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Date
	Event
	Speaker
	Activities

	14 April
	Impact Craters
	Dr Smart
	Jerome will contact him and confirm

	12 May
	Planetarium – Transit of Venus on education
	Ed Finlay &

 Tom Budge
	Constant  booked Planetarium.   Dave G to confirm in due course 

	9 June
	Archeo-astronomy of the ancient Mayans
	Dave Gordon
	

	14 July 
	AGM
	
	Dave G will bring some DVDs to show

	11 August
	Stars and Dust in Galaxies
	Dr Barbara Cunow
	Dave to arrange with speaker

	
	Archeo-astronomy of Great Zimbabwe
	Richard Wade
	TBC

	9.2
	Lecture by Prof Brian Warner in the evening of  22 April.  To be announced to members. Dave G will get details.
	Dave G



	9.3
	Dave H will ask Jerome to give 6-month schedule for the Beginners Classes
	Dave H Jerome

	9.4
	Sutherland/SALT visit proposed for 12-18 September 04.


	

	10
	SPECIAL PROJECTS
	

	10.1
	Hobby-X: 4 – 7 March

Three winners (Mark Cromhout Morna Wessels, Franz Birkholtz) for free membership to be advised to complete entry form and send to Chris P.
	Lerika

Chris P

	10.2
	ScopeX 24 April

 Hopefully all are on track.  Everyone to advertise far and wide please.
	Brian,

Lerika

	10.3
	Saturn and Jupiter Show: 21 and 22 May at Observatory.  Dave G and Brian to give presentation.  Catering – Sharon. Charge: R50 for non-members and R30 for members and R20 for <12yrs   Print flyers to give out at ScopeX.
	ALL

	10.4
	ASSA Symposium: Mid October.  Brian sent a list of options to committee to ask for feedbank.  Format: maybe start on Thursday, include late lecture and braai and social on Friday and trip to HartRAO on Saturday.  Randpark Club offered by Dave H; Megawatt Park auditorium is an option.
	Brian

	10.5
	Ryan Rotary Hobby Sport Exibition – 15, 16 May. Brian offered to help out.  Constant’s East Rand Club has a table there.
	Constant

	10.6
	Roberts variable star data capture
	Brian

	10.7
	Library:  Indexing of books and web accessible library index.  
	Evan

	10.8
	Scanning project: (Volunteer needed)
	

	10.9
	Society’s Policies and Procedures:  Write-up required.  Volunteer needed.
	

	11
	GENERAL
	

	11.1
	Annual fee for www.assajhb.co.za = R254.  Evan paid.
	

	11.2
	New PO Box: PO Box 412323 GRAIGHALL 2024.  Thanks Sharon.  Sharon and Lerika have keys.  As material is received, advise new PO Box (Constant).   Change brochures (Lerika)
	Sharon

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2004
	June 8, Venus transit

Lunar eclipses: May 4 - total  - accompanied by grazing occultation -

Brian to advise details in due course;

 October 28 - total eclipse

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse

	13
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 10 May  17h30, Herbert Baker Library Hall.  

                                                                                                                       
	

	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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