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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 Held at Park Town Boys ATM Class

 6 November  2004 at 14h30


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Brian Fraser (in chair)
	Lerika Cross
	Chris Penberthy

	Chris Stewart 
	Bruce Dickson
	Sharon Tait

	Marienne Botha
	Jerome Jooste
	

	
	
	

	ABSENT:
	
	

	Evan Dembskey
	Dave Gordon (sent apology)
	Dave Hughes

	
	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

No apologies received
	

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
	

	
	Not discussed.
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Jerome collected post from the old box and Lerika collected from the new one. Brian took the key from Jerome and will go to the Yeoville Post Office at some stage and ask them to re-route the post to the new box.  If the GPO cannot do this, Brian will pay the renewal fee for next year.   Main items received (all items for DaveG and Evan were given to ChrisS to pass on to them):

· Many S&T issues (to go to Evan for the Library) as well as an invoice saying the renewal date is July 2004.  DaveG is asked to send this invoice plus payment to Abe Mohamed (PO Box 9 Observatory 7935;

· A couple of Astronomy mags and newsletters from other Centres to go to Evan;

· Invoice from IDS for Canopus and 2 invoices from AS&TS. DaveG to pay

· Nedbank correspondence to go to DaveG.

ChrisP also received some newsletters from other Centres and he will mail the URLS to everyone. Printed copies to go to Evan via ChrisS.
	Brian

ChrisS

DaveG

Evan

ChrisP

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	Payment of renewals and new memberships for ChrisP to process:  Cathy Butterworth, Robert Groess, Richard Lai, Gerald Cantello, Peter van Laun, Losua Lizamore.  ChrisP reported that 80-90 members have not renewed membership.
	ChrisP

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Current account: R 15 213.30;  Call account: R52 279,18  (as @ last mtg)
DaveG to sort out FICA requirements with Nedbank and get forms to change account signatories to DaveG, ChrisS, BruceD.   The cheque book was at the meeting but there were not enough signatories to write cheques.  It was decided that Brian will also become a signatory – this in aid of trying to get at least 2 signatories present at the meeting.  Brian will expedite this with DaveG.

Lerika is owed the renewal fee for new post box, due Jan 2005 of R220.
	DaveG

Brian

DaveG

	6
	SECURITY
	

	6.1
	Nothing discussed.
	

	7
	LANDLORD SAASTA – ISSUES
	

	7.1
	Need to follow-up on latest status with SAASTA. 

Lerika asked Suzi but has received no reply on:  if we can house a cupboard somewhere in which to keep the urn and cups, etc; establish container on site to serve as Library.  To follow-up.
	Brian

Lerika

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Digital setting circles on the Jacobs still to be tackled.
	DaveH Brian Jerome

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings: (remember to always book venue with Suzi at ASTS)
	Lerika

	Date
	Event/Topic
	Speaker
	Activities

	11 Dec
	Star Party @ Brian’s place
	
	BRING AND BRAAI

	12 Jan
	Cassini and Saturn
	Dave Gordon
	

	9 Feb
	Eta Carina
	Dr Chris Engelbrecht
	cae@na.rau.ac.za   489 2326

	9 March
	Earth as a Planet
	Prof Morris Viljoen,
	viljoenm@geosciences.wits.ac.za 717 6563

	13 April
	Space Elevator
	ChrisP
	

	11 May
	Planetarium Show
	
	

	8 June
	
	
	

	13 July
	AGM
	
	

	
	Outside speaker possibilities for 2005:
· Continent movement: Sue Webb (Geophysicist) School of Geoscience, Wits. 717 6606  6609  webbs@geoscience.wits.ac.za
· Tony Voorvelt on Solar Viewing
· Prof Hartmut Winkler – Physics RAU cell: (083) 273-9785, work: (011) 938-1701 ext 232

· ChrisS will keep pursuing possibility of someone from Alcatel talking on their involvement in space programme
	

	10
	SPECIAL PROJECTS
	

	10.0
	Symposium:  The committee congratulated Brian on arranging an excellent Symposium.  Bruce paid R280-00, Brian paid in R280-00.  Chris S said he signed cheques for the catering for Dave G to deposit.  Symposium phot0.  Sharon presented photo to the meeting.  Lerika to  provide an email list and Brian to email asking who wants a copy.
	Sharon

Lerika

Brian

	10.1
	ScopeX 2005: 16 April 2005
	ALL

	10.2
	Library: 

· Container: DaveG submitted quote for container done by John Somers-Vine. Dimensions 2590x6060x2440. Container R9 000, delivery R1000, Extras R9 100 (plinths/steps R500, Insulation R1600, Framing R350, Wall and ceiling sheeting R1100, Inside Wall and Door R550, Roof frame and sheeting R1600, Ventilators (2)  R1400, Power and Lighting R1000, Smalls R1000.)   Can save ~R500 a month on alarm costs if Library is moved. To be considered in due course.

· Library Book Index party:  All book titles were captured on 18 Sep. Evan is cleaning the entries done by many people and will then circulate the list and make it available on the website;

· ChrisS suggested that the window is boarded up with industrial shelving (DaveG’s step-father deals in these); the one cabinet can then be moved to the ATM class for storing items.  
	ALL

Evan

DaveH and ChrisS

	11
	GENERAL
	

	11.1
	Website: Evan and ChrisP to arrange handover.  Evan is still busy with exams.
	Evan ChrisP

	11.2
	Canopus is late due to Marienne’s PC disc crash.  Canopus format on website to not be .pdf – FrontPage doesn’t like it. M to send out note to everyone who has not renewed membership.   ChrisS sent mail to advertise the new maillis for Canopus.  Marienne and ChrisP to sort out the maillist for Canopus.
	Marienne

ChrisP

Evan



	11.3
	Centre’s Council Representative: Bruce left before this item was discussed to ask him if he has joined ASSA main body.  And then Lerika was voted as Council Rep.   Brian to advise Council.
	Brian

	11.4
	Aquarium glass: Lerika reported that Geoff Nelson is still trying to confirm if the glass in situ is laminated or not – he will let her know this coming week.
	Lerika

	11.5
	Centre Rules: ChrisP has found these and is busy capturing these. 
	ChrisP

	11.6
	Observatory Keys:   Sharon intended to give Brian the keys but she actually gave her house keys to Brian and had to break a window to get into her house.  So Sharon still has the keys.
	

	12
	REMINDERS:  

29 March 2006 Total Solar Eclipse
	

	13
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 10 January Herbert Baker Library Hall.                                                                                                                         
	

	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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