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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 Held in the Herbert Baker Hall, Observatory

12 October  2004 at 17h45


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Brian Fraser (in chair)
	Lerika Cross
	Dave Hughes

	Chris Stewart 
	Bruce Dickson
	Chris Penberthy

	Marienne Botha
	Dave Gordon
	Sharon Tait

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	
	

	Evan Dembskey
	Jerome Jooste
	

	
	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Evan and Jerome tendered apologies
	

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
	

	
	Not discussed.
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	ChrisS handed over Photonics March 2004.

Dave H will ask Jerome to please collect post from the old post box before coming to the Observatory on 15 Oct. 

Lerika collected post from the new post box after the meeting nd the following relevant items are noted: 

· DB Venter new member from Naboomspruit ( Lerika deposited the R200 and passed info on to DaveG etc) 

· Invoice from IDS for Canopus, R343.14 and from ASTS for R570.57

· The fee for new post box, due Jan 2005 for R220 was paid by Lerika.

S&T subs are due – R390 to be sent to ASSA (who is supposed to do this and was it done?
	Jerome

Lerika



	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	Sharon and DaveG handed memberships to ChrisP for processing
	ChrisP

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Current account: R 15 213.30;  Call account: R52 279,18  (as @ last mtg)
DaveG to sort out FICA requirements with Nedbank and get forms to change account signatories to DaveG, ChrisS, BruceD,
	DaveG

	5.2
	Danie Overbeek Trust Fund: DaveG reported that the documents he perused is a stock standard Trust Fund deed; 3 Trustees needed. Brian will in due course ask for donations to start-off the Fund.  Main objectives: to provide a vehicle if someone wish to donate funds; to use proceeds for possible bursaries, books, awards, etc.  The Fund will be run separately from Society matters.
	Brian

	6
	SECURITY
	

	6.1
	Nothing discussed.
	

	7
	LANDLORD SAASTA – ISSUES
	

	7.1
	Need to follow-up on latest status with SAASTA. 

Lerika asked Suzi but has received no reply on:  if we can house a cupboard somewhere in which to keep the urn and cups, etc; establish container on site to serve as Library.  To follow-up.
	Brian

Lerika

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Digital setting circles on the Jacobs still to be tackled.
	DaveH Brian Jerome

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings: (remember to always book venue with Suzi at ASTS)
	

	Date
	Event
	Speaker
	Activities

	10 Nov
	The field trip to SALT 
	Etienne van Zyl
	

	? Dec
	Star Party @ Brian’s place
	
	

	
	Outside speaker possibilities for 2005:
· Continent movement: Sue Webb (Geophysicist) School of Geoscience, Wits. Lerika has details

· Chris Engelbrecht Prof at Rau – Jerome will follow-up
· Tony Voorvelt on Solar Viewing
· Prof Hartmut Winkler – Physics RAU cell: (083) 273-9785, work: (011) 938-1701 ext 232

· Prof Morris Viljoen, Emeritus Professor of Mining Geology Wits University.  717 6563.  Possible topic: Earth as a Planet

· ChrisS will keep pursuing possibility of someone from Alcatel talking on their involvement in space programme
	

	10
	SPECIAL PROJECTS
	

	10.1
	ASSA Symposium: 14 – 16 October.  Many issues discussed. Brian does not want to organise another symposium, ever. 
	Brian  and 

ALL

	10.2
	Library: 

· Container: DaveG submitted quote for container done by John Somers-Vine. Dimensions 2590x6060x2440. Container R9 000, delivery R1000, Extras R9 100 (plinths/steps R500, Insulation R1600, Framing R350, Wall and ceiling sheeting R1100, Inside Wall and Door R550, Roof frame and sheeting R1600, Ventilators (2)  R1400, Power and Lighting R1000, Smalls R1000.)   Can save ~R500 a month on alarm costs if Library is moved. To be considered in due course.

· Library Book Index party:  All book titles were captured on 18 Sep. Evan is cleaning the entries done by many people and will then circulate the list and make it available on the website;

· ChrisS suggested that the window is boarded up with industrial shelving (John Somers-Vine deals in these); the one cabinet can then be moved to the ATM class for storing items.  
	ALL

Evan

DaveH and ChrisS

	11
	GENERAL
	

	11.1
	Canopus: ChrisS reported that Evan has set up a maillist for anyone to subscribe to receive Canopus in electronic form – this negates the need to keep e-mail addresses of members up-to-date (Evan would need to send the maillist members to Marienne for Canopus distribution). ChrisS to send mail to advertise the new maillist; Marienne to note this in next Canopus; ChrisP to add the info to the other maillist info on the website.
	ChrisS

ChrisP 

Marienne

Evan



	11.2
	Bruce to join ASSA main body before he can become Centre’s Council Representative.  
	Bruce

	11.3
	Cupboard for teas: Sharon asked that Suzi be approached to ask if ASSA can place cupboard with teas in the Hall somewhere.
	Lerika

	11.4
	Aquarium glass: Brain contacted the Durban Municipality –demolisher appointed and arrangements progressing for someone to go and view the glass and represent ATM interests.
	Brian

ChrisS

Lerika

	11.5
	Centre Rules: ChrisP has found these and is busy capturing these. 
	ChrisP

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2004
	 October 28 - total Lunar eclipse (partially visible from SA, see http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse/OH/OH2004.html)

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse. 

	13
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 10 November  17h30, Herbert Baker Library Hall.                                                                                                                         
	

	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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