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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

 9 December at 17:30


	PRESENT
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Evan Dembskey
	Chris Penberthy

	Chris Stewart
	Melvyn Hannibal
	Sharon Tait

	Lerika Cross
	Mary McKinnon
	Peter van Laun


	APOLOGIES
	
	

	Bruce Dickson
	Frans van Nieuwkerk
	Constant Volschenk

	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave welcomed everyone present and the apologies were noted.


	

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 November 2002
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings and Dave signed a copy of the minutes.


	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Dave tabled the following correspondence received: Astronomy, Sky & Telescope, Stardust, Naghemel,  Solar Bulletin, Cieux Africains, Teaching of Astronomy in Asian Pacific Region, International Workshop on Colloboration and Co-ordination among NEO Observers.


	

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	Membership  figures will be reported in January and August.
	Chris P



	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Dave reported the bank balances as at 30 November:

· Nedbank current account (Park Plaza):  R26 166

· FNB 32-day call account (Edenvale):  R12 804,72 (@ end Oct)

The FNB call account will be transferred to a better interest bearing account.

R500 was received from the representatives of the Royal Dutch Astronomy Society who will be joining the meeting on 11 Dec.   An Invoice to Planetarium for R1000  (Telescope Viewing) has been issued and the society awaits the deposit into our bank account
	Dave/

Constant

	5.2
	Fund allocation: 

Library: R2 500 was approved for Evan to buy books for the Library.

Instrument maintenance: R1000 was approved for Peter to do necessary maintenance on the Papadopoulus and Jacobs Domes.

The unit for broken overhead projector may be returned from the pile of goods recovered by SAPS from a bunch of kids (Dave will follow-up).
	

	
	
	

	5.3 
	New signatories are needed for the bank accounts.  Frans to provide copies of his ID to Constant. 


	Frans/

Constant

	6
	NEW LANDLORD – ISSUES
	

	
	Dave reported back on the meeting held with FEST on 16 Nov:  FEST aims to establish a Science Centre on site.  Dave will serve on the Steering Committee. 


	

	7
	SECURITY & ACCESS CONTROL
	

	
	The new 50mm 4-digit combination lock to replace the current one held at the security gate was to be encoded and installed after the meeting.  
	

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Peter will conduct necessary maintenance on the Papadopoulus and Jacobs, incl fixing the door (will consider a steel door/frame).  The two domes will not be available for use until Peter has completed the necessary maintenance. 


	Peter

	8.2
	Still to do: Register in the Papadopoulus for recording the names of people who have successfully completed the driver course for a scope or who are authorised to use a particular scope.  
	Chris S



	
	
	

	8.3
	Longer term actions: 1) The electrics on the Society’s scopes need revamping. 2) To correct chromatic aberration on the 26”.  Chris S suggested that a 60-80mm eyepiece be devised. 3) Trees around the Papadopoulus and Jacobs to be cut. (Peter)  4) Explore the option of acquiring a surveillance-type camera for use on the refractors (Bruce) 5) Augment the eyepiece set in the Papadopoulus  with modern eyepieces.
	Long term

	
	
	

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Month
	Day/Date
	Event
	Speaker/Host
	Activities

	Dec
	Wed 11
	Informal get-together
	Dave, Constant
	Eclipse feedback session 

	Jan
	Wed 8
	Video and talk on Birr telescope Ireland
	Tony Hilton/Chris P
	Chris P has confirmed with Tony.

	Feb
	Wed 12
	Astrophotography Medley
	Various/Dave
	Put call to members on website 

	Mar
	Wed 12
	Pulsars
	TBA/Dave
	

	9.2
	Feb Meeting: Chris P to put out a call for participants on the web (and also the next Canopus) for a Medley of Astrophotography evening (when members can display their  experience and results with SLR, video, CCD webcams, digital cameras) to be held at the Feb meeting.  


	Chris P

	9.4
	Other potential future events:

· 2003 is the Centenary year of the Observatory.  Must find out which month would be the most applicable.  

· Prof Block is prepared to do a fund-raising talk for the Centre 

· Field trip to Boyden: The 60” has been refurbished 
· Visit to SALT in Sutherland: 
· Visit to Bill Hollenbach’s new observatory at Lion & Rhino Park.
· 
	

	9.5
	ScopeX:

The Museum of Military History accepted the request to host ScopeX 2003 on 10 May.  


	

	9.6
	ASSA Symposium 2004:   Sub-committee and planning to start early in 2003.


	

	10
	GENERAL
	

	10.1
	Posters: Chris P to get pricing info on the posters of Mars and the Planets available from Alwyn Botha and place on website.


	Chris P

	10.2
	Dave to forward the request to committee from Kurt Schoeni for observation assistance during the Venus transit next year – more info needed.


	Dave

	10.3
	Chris S suggested that the photographic plates from the Franklin-Adams be scanned and put on CD.  The plan is to get about 4 PC’s and scanners at the Observatory on a Saturday to do this.


	Evan

Chris S

	10.4
	Dave to ask members at the meeting on 11 Dec to give a list of their favourite observing objects (maybe with photo’s)  - this to be compiled into a list/CD.


	

	10.5
	Evan offered to make a variety of software that he has collected over time available on CD for sale at R25 (R10 per CD to go to ASSA)


	Evan

	10.6
	Melvyn noted that Saturn would be in the Crab Nebula 4-5 Jan.  The plan is to open the 26” for viewing on Sat 4 Jan.  

Melvyn asked what the Society is planning for Mercury transit on 7 May 2003 – still to be finalised.
	Dave/

Constant

ALL

	
	
	

	11
	Items from July 2001 minutes (to be kept as a list of ideas awaiting interested parties to take the intitative to progress these further)
	

	11.1
	Roll of Honour: It was agreed to collate information on all the previous Chairmen and Secretaries and all people who had received honours such as the Papadopoulous Award and place their names on one or more Roll(s) of Honour to be erected on the walls of the Herbert Baker Library Building.  Accordingly, Brian Fraser has contributed a listing, which although extensive, is incomplete. Eben van Zyl has contributed a short list of Chairmen. The resulting list MUST be audited for accuracy.
	Chris P

	11.2
	Historical Records: It was agreed that the historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.
	

	11.3
	Standards: It was agreed that standards of all activities undertaken by the Centre should be progressively upgraded and procedures recorded for future Committees. In the first instance a write-up of the Society’s Policies and Procedures should be done.
	

	11.4
	Projects: The Centre should offer various observing projects to new ‘scope owners. This would assist in enabling the Centre to raise the amount of science done.  A task force to be formed to decide on observing projects.


	

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2003
	Centenary of Flight

	
	27 August: Mars Opposition

	
	May 7, Mercury Transit 

	
	Centenary of Herbert baker Hall – Date to be found

	2004
	Centenary: Sir Herbert Baker Library Building

	
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

	
	June 8, Venus transit

	13


	NEXT MEETING
Monday  6 January at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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