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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

8 September 2003 at 17:30


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Brian Fraser
	Cathy MacKinnon

	Chris Stewart
	Tony Halliday
	Sharon Tait

	Lerika Cross
	Dave Hughes
	John Somers Vine

	Evan Dembskey
	Jerome Jooste
	Constant Volschenk

	
	
	

	ABSENT:
	Bruce Dickson
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Chris Penberthy
	

	
	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave extended a special welcome to Jerome, the new committee member. Apologies and absentees were noted.
	

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 August  2003
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings and Dave signed a copy of the minutes.
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Constant received: Astronomy, Cape Observer, Star Dust.  Still no S&T mag received, Constant will follow-up.  
	Constant


	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	New members approved: 

Nils Swartz; Taryn Tim, John Erasmus, Werner Kirschhoff, Andrew Michel.
	Chris P 

Sharon

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Bank balances as at 8 September:

· Current account :  R30 151,96

· Call account:        R30 921,41

Dave will transfer some R15 000 to Call.

Cheque received from Russell & Assoc to be banked before it lapses.

Net profit from the four Mars Shows (one more show on 13 Sep): R10 430

Special thanks to all the committee members that helped with the Mars Shows, especially Dave and Sharon.
	Dave G

	5.2
	Fund allocation: 

· Library: R2 500 was approved for Evan to buy books for the Library. Evan will spend ~R800 by month-end. 

· Salton hotplate required (~R320)
	Evan

Sharon

	5.3
	Deployment of excess capital: Options were discussed but no final conclusions reached:

· A Christen Triplet Corrector (R10 – 15 000) or Baader Planetarium Corrective Filter (to correct chromatic aberration).
	ALL

	6
	NEW LANDLORD SAASTA – ISSUES
	

	
	Dave to follow up with Rosemary Falcon on when a meeting will happen with SAASTA regarding tenure for ASSA and other issues such as:

· Extent of maintenance by ASSA and ASSA spending monies on maintenance;

· Upgrading of the 26” to increase safety and viewing - platform needs to be inspected, upgraded and certified by appropriate body (lift company?)
· Longer term possibilities for the Observatory site.

A letter to SAASTA (CEO Beverley Damonse beverley@saasta.ac.za) is an option in order to take matters further.
	Dave G

Brian

	7
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	7.1
	Papadopoulus Dome: Dome operation switches to be changed to proper industrial switches and a winding diagram done and placed inside the panel.  Tony will get his electrical engineer, Mark White, to help Dave H.  Jerome and John will help Dave to loosen the bolts to re-level dome.  Wiring to telescope to be sorted out.
	Dave H

Tony

Jerome

John

	7.2
	Jacobs Dome:  Five eyepieces that were locked up in the Jacobs were found by Dave.  Mirror needs re-aluminising in due course (can be done by Walter Bacchio). Dave has the digital setting circles and asked for assistance to install.  The 4.5” scope is ASSA’s. 
	Dave H

Jerome



	7.3
	Chris S donated some eyepiece components to John to put into suitable barrels for use.
	John

	7.4
	Driver Course: Driver Course and Qualification Sessions for the Papadopoulus would be run alternately on the evenings of the monthly meetings from 19h00 to 20h00 – dates for this to be set. Advertise on website, Canopus and monthly meeting.  People to book with Constant. 
	Constant

Chris P

	7.5
	Dave has the surveillance camera (donated by Melvyn) and will investigate how to best deploy it on the scopes and using the monitor in the Library/Store Room.  It remains an objective to pipe signals from the scopes into either of the two Halls
	Dave H

	7.6
	Tony donated a 2” 28mm eyepiece subject to a test of its suitability and provided the Society can guarantee that it will be kept safe and controlled.  Thank You Tony!   
	Dave G

Chris S

Tony

	7.7
	Tony will draft a proposal for moving scopes to a dark site.
	Tony

	7.8
	Qualified scope drivers to be issued with a license (such as a disc).  A list of all qualified drivers to be placed in Papadopoulus.
	

	7.9
	Assets Register (AR): Procedures for management of the AR to be done. Sharon will contact Frans to return all ASSA assets that he has.  Brian will contact Jim Knight to return the telescope to the Observatory for inspection, recording and possible maintenance. Society to decide how to deploy the assets.
	Dave G

Sharon

Brian



	7.10
	Replacement for projector lens that has disappeared.
	Lerika

	8

8.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Date
	Event
	Speaker
	Activities

	Sep 10
	Gravity and Time-Space
	Karin Cyrus
	

	Oct 8
	Practical Astrophotography
	Tony Halliday
	Initiate an annual Astrophotography competition – consider finderscope leftover from ScopeX for the prize. To be held at Planetarium

	Nov 12
	Astronomical Masers
	Derck Smits
	

	Dec 13
	YEAR END STAR PARTY
	
	At Skeerpoort – note no mtg in Dec

	Jan 14
	Telescope making
	Brian Fraser
	Maybe with demo

	Feb 11
	Gil Jacobs
	Night of the midnight sun
	Brian will contact Gill to confirm

	
	
	

	8.2
	Spring Equinox Clean-up and Star Party – 20 September.  Sharon to review/update list from previous clean-up and circulate for comment. John to get sander. Dave to get paint. Dave to contact Chris Middleton to ask if he can bring his helpers for sanding. There will be a braai and a Star Party. Advertise.
	ALL

	8.3
	World Space Week 6 – 10 October.  Lerika has been asked by SAASTA to arrange for people to man the workshops that will be run during the week.
	Lerika

	8.4
	Centenary: Brian Fraser reported that SAASTA will be celebrating the site Centenary with a high profile function on 8 October to which ASSA as a whole is not invited.  Brian suggested and it was agreed that a separate Centenary function be held maybe in Nov/Dec for the members.  Detail to follow.
	Brian



	8.5
	Prof Reimold will host a trip to the Vredefort basin on 4 October.  Details regarding proceedings for this trip required on website.
	Dave Chris P

	8.6
	ASSA Symposium:  Brian Fraser (date to be decided)
	Brian

	8.7
	Hobby-X:  Vince Nettman (Dave to ask him if he will serve on the committee with the assignment to look after Hobby-X –  the focus for next year’s Hobby-X will be on Telescope Making (get date for Hobby-X)
	Dave

	8.8
	Other potential future events/venues: Field trip to Boyden 60”;  Visit to SALT in Sutherland; Visit to Bill Hollenbach’s new observatory at Lion & Rhino Park; Visit to ‘good enough’ dark sky site < 3 hours away, Loerie Park Rehabilitation Centre, Randjesfontein Country Estates.
	

	9
	SPECIAL PROJECTS
	

	9.1
	Website redesign.  Chris S gave a presentation of the newly designed website and copies given to Dave and Evan to peruse and give feedback by 13 Sep.  Unfortunately Chris P was not present but will hopefully be at the meeting on 10 Sep.
	Chris S Chris P

Lerika

	9.2
	Roberts variable star data capture
	Brian

	9.3
	Library:  Indexing of books and web accessible library index.  Evan reported that by the end of the Spring Clean-up, the index should be ~50% done.
	Evan

	9.4
	Scanning project: (Volunteer needed)

- Past copies of Canopus: to be scanned and placed in an historical section on the website. 

-Historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.

-Members to be asked to help with scanning the photographic plates from the Franklin-Adams and put on CD.  Get ~4 PC’s and scanners at the Observatory on a Saturday to do this. A date is required for this.
	?

	9.5
	Society’s Policies and Procedures:  Write-up required.  Volunteer needed.
	?

	10
	GENERAL
	

	10.1
	Special thanks to Chris Middleton for cleaning the 26” before the start of the Mars Shows.  
	Dave

	10.2
	John tabled a questionnaire for members to volunteer their services in a number of categories.  To be given to members on 11 Sep and be placed in Canopus.
	

	10.3
	Constant will contact Bruce to ask if he will stand in for him for the Public Viewing on 24 Oct.
	

	10.4
	If was agreed that Library magazines will no longer be on loan – to be bound and a whole set could be taken on loan.  Quote for binding required.
	Evan

Chris S

	10.5
	Jerome was given a letter written by Herschel that he then lent to Danie Overbeek – Jerome would like to donate it to ASSA if it surfaces in the items that Danie’s son may donate to ASSA
	

	11
	REMINDERS
	

	2003
	November 8-9 - total lunar eclipse

November 23-24 - total solar eclipse

	2004
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

June 8, Venus transit

Lunar eclipses:May 4 - total ; October 28 - total eclipse

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse

	12
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 6 October at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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