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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

11 August 2003 at 17:30


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Brian Fraser
	Sharon Tait

	Chris Stewart
	Tony Halliday
	John Somers Vine

	Lerika Cross
	Dave Hughes
	Constant Volschenk

	Evan Dembskey
	Chris Penberthy
	

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Bruce Dickson (overseas)
	

	
	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave welcomed everyone present and extended a special welcome to the new members of the committee. Dave asked all to contribute to productive committee meetings and to aim to conclude formal proceedings by 7pm. Apologies and absentees were noted.
	ALL

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 7 JULY  2003
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings and Dave signed a copy of the minutes.
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Constant received: Astronomy, Solar Bulletin, Cape Observer, Star Dust, Pta Centre newsletter.  No Sky&Telescope mag.  Chris S donated Dec ‘02 and Jan ’03 of Photonics 
	

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	2 new members joined.

Chris P will e-mail Sharon the new membership detail as soon as he allocates a member number to allow her to timeously  create new name tags.
	Chris P



	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Bank balances as @ 31 July: 

· Current account :  R13 446,63

· Call account:         R30 732,18 
	

	5.2
	Fund allocation: 

Library: R2 500 was approved for Evan to buy books for the Library.

Salton hotplate and warming tray combination required (not>R500)
	Sharon

Tony

	6
	NEW LANDLORD SAASTA – ISSUES
	

	
	Rosemary Falcon advised that a meeting may be held again soon to clarify issues before the next important steps are taken by NRF and SAASTA.  The French Embassy and a prominent French scientific body (CNISF) have shown interest in possibly assisting to make a working educational observatory – and perhaps through this a world class science and technology education centre of note.  


	Dave G

Brian

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Papadopoulus Dome: Dome operation switches to be changed to proper industrial switches and a winding diagram done and placed inside the panel.  This requires specialist electrician work.  Tony will get an electrician, Mark White, to help Dave H.  Scope must be collimated. New eyepieces required: check those in the Jacobs and ask members for donations. Wiring to telescope to be sorted out.
	Dave H

Tony

Chris S

	8.2
	Jacobs Dome:  The good quality eyepieces that were locked up in the Jacobs appear to be gone – Dave will check with Frans and Peter.  Mirror is with Chris S - Bruce and Chris S to liase to re-install the mirror. Shutters opening the dome to be fixed (bearings to be replaced).
	Dave H

Chris S

Bruce

	8.3
	Driver Course: Driver Course and Qualification Sessions for the Papadopoulus would be run alternately on the evenings of the monthly meetings from 19h00 to 20h00 – dates for this to be set. Advertise on website, Canopus and monthly meeting.  People to book with Constant. 
	Dave G

Constant

Chris P

	8.4
	Assets Register (AR): Procedures for management of the AR to be done. Dave to contact Frans to return all other ASSA telescopes at present with members (one with Jim Knight) to the Observatory for inspection, recording and possible maintenance. Society to then decide how to deploy the ‘scopes. 
	Dave G



	8.5
	Replacement for projector lens that has disappeared.
	Lerika

	8.6
	Other actions:  1) To correct chromatic aberration on the 26”.  Chris S suggested that a 60-80mm eyepiece be devised 2) Explore the option of using a low-light surveillance camera on the refractors (Bruce) 


	

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Date
	Event
	Speaker
	Activities

	Aug 13
	Double Stars
	Chris Middleton
	Oom Eben’s 90th birthday (10 Aug)

	Sep 10
	Gravity and Time-Space
	Karin Cyrus
	

	Oct 8
	Practical Astrophotography
	Tony Halliday
	Initiate an annual Astrophotography competition – consider finderscope leftover from ScopeX for the prize

	Nov 12
	Astronomical Masers
	Derck Smits
	

	Dec 13
	YEAR END STAR PARTY
	
	At Skeerpoort – note no mtg in Dec

	Jan 14
	Telescope making
	Brian Fraser
	Maybe with demo

	Feb 11
	Gil Jacobs
	Night of the midnight sun
	Brian will contact Gill to confirm

	9.2
	Mars function 22 and 23 August: 

· Indemnity form to be signed by attendees

· Attendees to be given tickets and allowed viewing in batches on 26” in sequence 

· A sheet (with a danger sign) to be fitted underneath the platform to warn visitors about walking underneath while over the door

· Bruce to be asked if he will man the Tinsley 

· Volunteers to be asked to bring their scopes to put outside the dome on the lawn

· Other suggestions: Have Mars Bar sign, have Mars bars, T-shirts to sell, enrolment forms
	Dave

John

Bruce

Tony

Lerika Sharon

	9.3
	Spring Equinox Clean-up and Star Party – 21 September.  Sharon to review/update list from previous clean-up and circulate for comment.  There will be a braai and a Star Party to entice helpers to come and help. Advertise.
	Sharon

Chris P

	9.4
	World Space Week 4 – 10 October.  Difficult for ASSA to arrange activities during the week. Send reply to SAASTA to ask for inclusion in their poster and reciprocal weblinks, but decline any special arrangements for groups.
	Lerika

	9.5
	Co-ordinators were elected for the main events of  the year. They will draw on other people to assist on the sub-committees:

ASSA Symposium:  Brian Fraser (date to be decided)

Centenary: Brian Fraser (to be held ~ end-Oct)

ScopeX: Lerika Cross and Chris Stewart (Astronomy Day 2004 24 April)

Hobby-X:  Vince Nettman (Dave to ask him if he will serve on the committee with the assignment to look after Hobby-X –  the focus for next year’s Hobby-X will be on Telescope Making (get date for Hobby-X)
	Dave

	9.6
	Prof Reimold will host a trip to the Vredefort basin on 4 October.  Details regarding proceedings for this trip required on website.
	Dave Chris P

	9.7
	Other potential future events/venues: Field trip to Boyden 60”;  Visit to SALT in Sutherland; Visit to Bill Hollenbach’s new observatory at Lion & Rhino Park; Visit to ‘good enough’ dark sky site < 3 hours away, Loerie Park Rehabilitation Centre, Randjesfontein Country Estates.


	

	10 
	SPECIAL PROJECTS
	

	10.1
	Freeware applications CD:  Dave has done a version A1.1 of the CD  - will start selling on 13 August for R20.
	Dave

	10.2
	Website re-do.  A draft design for comment to be done.
	Lerika

	10.3
	Roberts variable star data capture
	Brian

	10.4
	Library:  Indexing of books and web accessible database
	Evan

	10.5
	Scanning project: (Volunteer needed)

- Past copies of Canopus: to be scanned and placed in an historical section on the website. 

-Historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.

-Members to be asked to help with scanning the photographic plates from the Franklin-Adams and put on CD.  Get ~4 PC’s and scanners at the Observatory on a Saturday to do this. A date is required for this.
	?

	10.6
	Society’s Policies and Procedures:  Write-up required.  Volunteer needed.


	?

	11
	GENERAL
	

	11.1
	Webstats reported by Evan: 623 hits since March.
	

	11.2
	Letter of thanks to go from Dave to the people who fixed the 26” backing plate.
	Dave

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2003
	27 August: Mars Opposition; Centenary 

November 8-9 - total lunar eclipse

November 23-24 - total solar eclipse

	2004
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

June 8, Venus transit

Lunar eclipses:May 4 - total ; October 28 - total eclipse

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse

	13
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 8 September  at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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