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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

7 July 2003 at 17:30


	PRESENT:
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Melvyn Hannibal
	Sharon Tait

	Chris Stewart
	Mary McKinnon
	Constant Volschenk

	Lerika Cross
	Chris Penberthy
	

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Evan Dembskey
	Peter van Laun

	
	Bruce Dickson
	Frans van Nieuwkerk

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave welcomed everyone present and apologies and absentees were noted.
	

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 JUNE 2003
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings (Dave to still sign a copy of the minutes.)
	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Subscription of  Sky & Telescope is due – to pay ASSA parent body.

Constant tabled correspondence: MNASSA, Cape Observer, Ndaba, Stardust,  Pta centre newsletter;  Astronomy mag (Aug); Sky & Tel mags (July).
	Constant



	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	
	New members: Chris Sanderson, Bernard Steyn.

Chris P (and Evan) will produce invoices to all members  with a tear-off return slip to advise the renewal rates and also to ask to supply e-mail addresses.  Chris P will also review the list of G-members.  

The ASSA Brochure must be reviewed – it requires an indemnity clause and e-mail address to be added.  There are still many copies of the current brochure.

Review the procedure between the Member Secretary (Chris P) and the committee member producing labels (Sharon) to the satisfaction of both.
	Chris P

New Comm

New Comm

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Bank balances: 

· Nedbank current account (Park Plaza):   R12 621,69

· Call account: R30 732,18 
	

	5.2
	Fund allocation: 

Library: R2 500 was approved for Evan to buy books for the Library.
	

	6
	NEW LANDLORD – ISSUES
	

	
	Dave has been communicating with the Site Rep and discussions will continue with SAASTA  in due course to seek clarity on tenure. 
	Dave/New Chairman

	7
	SECURITY & ACCESS CONTROL
	

	
	Nothing reported.
	

	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Driver Course: It was agreed that the Driver Course and Qualification Session for the Papadopoulus would be run alternately on the evenings of the monthly meetings from 19h00 to 20h00, starting July with a Driver Course.  Novices should be familiar with RA, DEC and star maps and if not, should first attend a Beginners Course on these subjects. Advertise on website, Canopus and monthly meeting.  People to book with Constant. 
	Dave

Constant

Chris P

	8.2
	New Chairman to contact FEST in due course to discuss possibilities for upgrading the 26” to such a level as to possibly make it available for research and public viewing purposes and ask if FEST will be willing to sponsor some accessories, such as CCD camera and eyepieces.
	New Chairman

	8.3
	Chris S suggested that the dome operation switches be changed to proper industrial switches and a winding diagram done and placed inside the panel.  This requires specialist electrician work.  Melvyn’s neighbour is likely to know whom to contact.  Melvyn will contact Dave Hughes to get more information and advise Peter of a man suitable for the job.  Dave will contact our neighbours, the SAIEE – Mike Crouch.
	Melvyn

Peter

Dave

	8.4
	Assets Register (AR): Dave e-mailed a layout for the draft Fixed Asset register compiled at the Solstice Clean-up session 21 June.  Procedures for management of the AR to still be done.

Frans will find and return all other ASSA telescopes at present with members (one with Jim Knight) to the Observatory for inspection, recording and possible maintenance. Society to then decide how to deploy the ‘scopes. 
	New Comm

Frans

	8.5
	Bruce checked out the video projector kindly donated by Chris S; it works fine and Bruce has established what resolution settings are required for effective use.

Chris S will assess if the surveillance camera (donated by Melvyn) could be used in conjunction with the Foucault Tester at the TM class.
	Chris S

	8.6
	Bruce advised that he had an offer from a farm owner in the Bronkhorstspruit area that will allow an observatory to be erected on his property if the  Society wishes to relocate its scopes to a dark site.
	New Comm

	8.7
	The mirror of the Jacobs needs re-aluminising in due course, but in the meantime Chris S will look after 
	Bruce

Chris S

	8.8
	Good progress was made at the  Soltice Clean-up on 21 June.  Maintenance to be completed in the domes and Chris Middleton to be asked to sand and seal the floors.
	Dave/New Chairman



	8.9
	Other actions:  1) The electrics on the scopes need revamping. 2) To correct chromatic aberration on the 26”.  Chris S suggested that a 60-80mm eyepiece be devised 3) Explore the option of acquiring a surveillance-type camera for use on the refractors (Bruce) 4) Augment the eyepiece set in the Papadopoulus  with modern eyepieces. (Bruce will bring a set for experienced viewers to test) 5) Make the Jacobs dome accessible again (this action was considered a high priority at the committee meeting of 10 March).
	

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Date
	Event
	Speaker
	Activities

	July 9
	AGM
	Dave
	Chairman’s Report &Election of new committee

	Aug 13
	Double Stars
	Chris Middleton
	

	Sep 10
	Gravity and Time-Space
	Karin Cyrus
	

	Oct 8
	Practical Astrophotography
	Tony Halliday
	

	Nov 12
	Astronomical Masers
	Derck Smits
	

	Dec 10
	TBA
	
	

	Dec 13
	YEAR END STAR PARTY
	
	

	9.2
	Prof Reimold will host a trip to the Vredefort basin on 4 October.  Arrangements to be published on the website.
	Dave Chris P

	9.3
	Chris Middleton is arranging a trip to the Richtersveld 21 to 27 September.
	

	9.4
	Centenary: Dave/New Chairman to contact FEST and suggest 23 August as a suitable date (New Moon and Mars opposition). FEST to drive celebrations and take overall responsibility.
	New Committee

	9.5
	Other potential future events: Field trip to Boyden 60”;  Visit to SALT in Sutherland; Visit to Bill Hollenbach’s new observatory at Lion & Rhino Park; Visit to ‘good enough’ dark sky site < 3 hours away.
	

	10
	FUTURE FOCUS AREAS FOR SOCIETY
	

	10.1
	Points raised on 9 June: Focus on having more opportunities for members to interact making a more active, practical Society.  People need to know the Society exists (periodic advert in newspaper); New telescope owners would like to learn more about astronomy and the Society has a role to play (get suppliers to give new scope owners an ASSA brochure); periodic competition (quarterly); events where new scope owners can interact with experienced amateurs (more Star Party’s around Jhb, Dave’s place is good). Focus on maintaining membership and embark upon higher end projects, e.g. radio-astronomy, infrared astronomy. Get champions to drive special interest groups; get an events-coordinator; find a balance to provide interests for new and experienced members.  Use SWOT to structure future discussions.
	New Comm

	11
	GENERAL
	

	11.1
	-Chris P brought past copies of Canopus: to be scanned and placed in an historical section on the website. New committee to allocate responsibilities.

-Historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.

-Members to be asked to help with scanning the photographic plates from the Franklin-Adams and put on CD.  Get ~4 PC’s and scanners at the Observatory on a Saturday to do this. A date is required for this.
	New Com/

Librarian

	11. 2
	White board 2000mm x 1200mm R839 from Waltons (non magnetic) - quote obtained by Constant.  For projector lens: Projector Repair centre on 476-4551, 178 Smit St Fairland – info received from Brian Fraser.
	New

Comm

	11.3
	Members to be asked for a list of their favourite observing objects - this to be compiled into a list/CD in due course. Place this request in Canopus and on website. 

Dave offered to compile a CD of useful freeware software – anyone with copies to freeware software to give to Dave for inclusion is set.
	Chris P

ALL

	11.4
	New site design to be discussed by Dave and Chris S.  Dave offered to design a new website (using FrontPage).
	Dave

Chris S

	11.5
	Sharon still to get copies of articles from the African History Library on the history of the Observatory.  These would make a nice poster display.
	Sharon

	11.6
	World Space Week 4 – 10 October.  Send reply to SAASTA to ask for inclusion in their poster and reciprocal weblinks.
	Lerika

	11.7
	Article on ASSA JHB for Rocket (new mag to replace Archimedes and EasyScience) by 18 July.
	Lerika

	11.8
	Standards: Standards of all activities undertaken by the Centre should be progressively upgraded, procedures recorded for future Committees. In the first instance, do a write-up of the Society’s Policies and Procedures.
	

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2003
	Centenary of Flight; 27 August: Mars Opposition

	2004
	Centenary: Sir Herbert Baker Library Building

	
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

	
	June 8, Venus transit

	
	Request from Trevor Gould: Professional Astronomers visiting SA –  to arrange a sky show for them out of town one night

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse

	13
	NEXT MEETING: Monday 11 August  at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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