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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

6 January 2003 at 17:30


	PRESENT
	
	

	Dave Gordon (in the chair)
	Bruce Dickson
	Chris Penberthy

	Chris Stewart
	Melvyn Hannibal
	Peter van Laun

	Lerika Cross
	Mary McKinnon
	Constant Volschenk


	APOLOGIES
	
	

	Evan Dembskey
	Sharon Tait
	

	
	
	

	ABSENT: 
	Frans van Nieuwkerk
	

	
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Dave welcomed everyone present and apologies noted.  Dave will contact Frans about his absence, without apology, for the past 4 months.

Dave reported very positive response following the December meeting and noted a special ‘thank you’ to Sharon for her excellent catering.


	Dave

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON  9 DECEMBER  2002
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings and Dave signed a copy of the minutes.


	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Dave tabled the following correspondence received: Astronomy, Sky & Telescope, MNASSA, Cape Observer, Astronomical Handbook for Southern Africa, Solar Bulletin, Cieux Africains, Teaching of Astronomy in Asian Pacific Region, International Workshop on Colloboration and Co-ordination among NEO Observers, Data Processing from the Chandra and XMM – Newton Space Missions.

Dave tabled the two books given to the Society by the Royal Dutch Amateur Astronomers who visited in December: 

· Diskussie van die waarnemingen van Satekkieten I II en II van  Jupiter gedaan te Johannesburg door Dr RT A Innes in de jaren 1908 – 1925

· Evolutie in Weer- en Sterrekunde . 100 Nederlans Onderzoek.


	

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	4.1
	Constant tabled a letter and e-mail from John Dean who paid his renewal fee in August but has not yet received Canopus.  Chris P will investigate/resolve.
	Chris P

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Dave tabled financial statements and reported the bank balances as at 31 Dec:

· Nedbank current account (Park Plaza):  R25 924.21

· FNB 32-day call account (Edenvale):  R12 804,72 
	

	5.2
	Dave recommended that records be kept on income/expenses for catering.  Receipts of purchases to be given to Dave.


	Mary/ALL

	5.3
	Fund allocation: 

· Library: R2 500 was approved for Evan to buy books for the Library.

· Instrument maintenance: R1000 was approved for Peter.

	

	5.4 
	It was agreed that Bruce will be a signatory and will provide copy of his ID to Constant.


	Bruce/

Constant

	6
	NEW LANDLORD – ISSUES
	

	
	Dave will provide feedback in due course on the workings of the FEST Steering Committee.


	Dave

	7
	SECURITY & ACCESS CONTROL
	

	
	Dave to provide old safe lock to Peter, for use on the cabinet in the dome.


	Dave



	8
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	8.1
	Peter has commenced with necessary maintenance on the Papadopoulus and Jacobs.  He plans to complete it in January when the two domes will be available again for use.   Peter also offered to do the year-end report on Instruments.


	Peter

	8.2
	Chris S will arrange for a register in the Papadopoulus for recording the names of people who have successfully completed the driver course and who are authorised to use a particular scope.  Constant to compile list of names.


	Chris S/

Constant



	8.3
	Dave will contact FEST to discuss possibilities for upgrading the 26” to such a level as to possibly make it available for research and public viewing purposes and ask if FEST will be willing to sponsor some accessories, such as CCD camera and eyepieces.
	Dave

	
	
	

	8.4
	Longer term actions: 1) The electrics on the Society’s scopes need revamping. 2) To correct chromatic aberration on the 26”.  Chris S suggested that a 60-80mm eyepiece be devised. 3) Trees around the Papadopoulus and Jacobs to be cut. (Peter. This has been scheduled for 15 February)  4) Explore the option of acquiring a surveillance-type camera for use on the refractors (Bruce) 5) Augment the eyepiece set in the Papadopoulus  with modern eyepieces. (Bruce will bring a set for experienced viewers to test)
	Peter/

Bruce

	
	
	

	9

9.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Month
	Day/Date
	Event
	Speaker/Host
	Activities

	Jan
	Wed 8 
	Delta Scorpii
	Brian Fraser
	

	Feb
	Wed 12
	Video and talk on Birr telescope Ireland
	Tony Hilton/Chris P
	Chris P has confirmed with Tony.

	Mar
	Wed 12
	Astrophotography Medley
	Various/Dave
	See note below.

	April
	Wed 9
	Pulsars
	TBA/Dave
	

	9.2
	March Meeting: Chris P to put out a call for participants on the web (and also the next Canopus) for a Medley of Astrophotography evening when members can display their equipment, experience and results with SLR, video, CCD, webcams, digital cameras.  About 10-15 min each.  Bruce offered to speak on CCD; Chris S to show his equatorial platform.  Other possible participants to approach: Kurt Buchmann (film) Bert van Winsen/Peter Baxter (CCD), Neville Young, Melvyn, Berto Monard.


	Chris P/All

	9.4
	Other potential future events:

· Centenary year of the Observatory, 2003 or 2004?  Does Brian Fraser have details (lerika, dave)

· Prof Block is prepared to do a fund-raising talk for the Centre 

· Field trip to Boyden 60”
· Visit to SALT in Sutherland
· Visit to Bill Hollenbach’s new observatory at Lion & Rhino Park.
· Visit to ‘good enough’ dark sky site < 3 hours away  


	

	9.5
	ScopeX:

Lerika to do a draft Terms of Reference for tabling at Feb Meeting.  


	

	9.6
	ASSA Symposium 2004:   Sub-committee to be elected in due course.


	

	10
	GENERAL
	

	10.1
	Members to be asked to help with scanning the photographic plates from the Franklin-Adams and put on CD.  The plan is to get about 4 PC’s and scanners at the Observatory on a Saturday to do this.


	Evan



	10.2
	Members to be asked for a list of their favourite observing objects - this to be compiled into a list/CD in due course.


	Chris S

	10.3
	Evan offered to make a variety of software that he has collected over time available on CD for sale at R25 (R10 per CD to go to ASSA)


	Evan

	10.4
	Melvyn asked what the Society is planning for Mercury transit on 7 May 2003 – still to be finalised.
	ALL

	
	
	

	11
	Items from July 2001 minutes (to be kept as a list of ideas awaiting interested parties to take the intitative to progress these further)
	

	11.1
	Roll of Honour: It was agreed to collate information on all the previous Chairmen and Secretaries and all people who had received honours such as the Papadopoulous Award and place their names on one or more Roll(s) of Honour to be erected on the walls of the Herbert Baker Library Building.  Accordingly, Brian Fraser has contributed a listing, which although extensive, is incomplete. Eben van Zyl has contributed a short list of Chairmen. The resulting list MUST be audited for accuracy.
	Chris P

	11.2
	Historical Records: It was agreed that the historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.
	

	11.3
	Standards: It was agreed that standards of all activities undertaken by the Centre should be progressively upgraded and procedures recorded for future Committees. In the first instance a write-up of the Society’s Policies and Procedures should be done.
	

	11.4
	Projects: The Centre should offer various observing projects to new ‘scope owners. This would assist in enabling the Centre to raise the amount of science done.  A task force to be formed to decide on observing projects.


	

	12
	REMINDERS
	

	2003
	Centenary of Flight

	
	27 August: Mars Opposition

	
	May 7, Mercury Transit 

	2004
	Centenary: Sir Herbert Baker Library Building

	
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

	
	June 8, Venus transit

	2006
	29 March Total Solar Eclipse

	13


	NEXT MEETING
Monday 10 February at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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