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	Minutes of the Committee Meeting

 held in the Herbert Baker Library Hall, 18A Gill Street Observatory

 9 September at 17:30


	PRESENT
	

	Chris Stewart (in the chair)
	Chris Penberthy

	Lerika Cross
	Frans van Nieuwkerk

	Bruce Dickson
	Constant Volschenk

	Melvyn Hannibal
	

	APOLOGIES
	

	Dave Gordon
	Sharon Tait

	Evan Dembskey
	Peter van Laun

	Mary McKinnon
	

	NOTE:  ACTIONS NOTED AGAINST NAMES IN BOLD IN THE  ‘ACTION’ COLUMN WILL BE FOLLOWED UP AT THE NEXT MEETING
	

	
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Chris S welcomed everyone present and the apologies were noted.


	

	2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 AUGUST 2002
	

	
	The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the proceedings and Chris S signed a copy of the minutes. Lerika will keep copies of the signed minutes.


	

	3
	PRINTED MATTER AND CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Chris S tabled 3 issues of Photonics (May, June, July).

Constant tabled the October issue of Astronomy,  the July and September issues of Sky& Telescope and the Solar bulletin.


	

	4
	MEMBERSHIP
	

	4.1
	Constant tabled 4 renewals received by post which were handed to Chris P.
	

	4.2
	Membership status:

2 new members joined via the Telescope Making class.  (Suggestion: Chris P to provide an updated membership status on a monthly basis for inclusion in the minutes)
	

	Member Type
	August2002
	New
	Lost
	Sep 2002

	Paid-up Members
	112
	2
	
	114

	Family members
	19
	
	
	

	Honorary members
	7
	
	
	

	Gratuitous members
	14
	
	
	

	Total
	152
	2
	
	114

	5
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	5.1
	Constant reported the bank balances as at 30 August:

· Nedbank current account (Park Plaza):  R22 284.44

· FNB 32-day call account (Edenvale):  R12 537.63 (as at 30 July)


	

	5.2
	New signatories are needed for the bank accounts.  Chris S and Frans to provide copies of their ID’s to Constant (on Wednesday 11 Sep) to submit to the bank.


	Constant

	6
	INSTRUMENTS
	

	6.1
	Driver Courses:

· Frans reported that Tony Voorveld (who will present the course on the 26”) wants proper authorisation from AS&TS/FEST to run the course.  Frans will ask Richard Beck to contact Tony directly to give him the authorisation.  Tony would also like to know to whom to hand-over the keys of the dome in due course. 

· Driver courses for the Papadopoulus and Jacobs: Constant to provide 2 dates, a month apart (for a Sat afternoon, going into the evening to allow pratice on the scopes) on Wednesday 11 Sep to advise interested members.

Dave will get clarity from FEST on the implications on the Society of the handover and specifically on access to the Innes Hall, and the responsibility  for maintenance and upkeep of the 26”.  


	Frans

Constant

Dave

	6.2
	Access control  -  the following items are outstanding: 

· replace combination lock kept at the gate house (and advise the new combination to Dave).  Frans bought a new lock and will install it in the next few days,

· a good lock (that allows different combinations to be entered from time to time) should be considered that will allow the combination to be changed every 6-months or so.  Melvyn will look for such a lock and advise, 

· to replace the locks allowing access to the Papadopoulus and Jacobs domes,

· to provide Chris S and Frans with spare keys of those kept at the gate house.

Newly trained telescope drivers would need to be accompanied by ‘old timers’,  both for access security and also to assess competence.
	Frans

Melvyn

Frans

Frans



	6.3
	A mutually convenient time with either Chris S or Evan needs to be arranged to obtain an insurance quote.


	Chris S/

Evan

	6.4
	Maintenance, upkeep and improvements:

· Frans to fix the door (that does not lock properly) on the Papadopoulus.

· Peter to break the lock to the cupboard in the Jacobs and find out what is inside.

· Bruce to compile operational procedures (and have these laminated) and an access register to place on the wall in the  Papadopoulus – Constant has some operational procedures (on stiffy) which he will let Bruce have to incorporate/consolidate into the procedures.
· The electrics on the Society’s scopes need revamping – longer term project.

· To correct chromatic aberration on the 26”.  Chris S suggested that a 60-80mm eyepiece be devised. This awaits access to the 26” to be finalised.

· Melvyn kindly offered to donate the camera he used to photograph the Great Comet Crash on Jupiter.  He offered to bring it on Wednesday 11 Sep.

· It was decided that before the Society considers purchasing a CCD Camera, the option of acquiring a surveillance-type camera for use on the refractors should be explored in the first instance.  Bruce will continue to investigate possibilities.


	Frans

Peter

Constant/Bruce

Frans/

Peter

Melvyn

Bruce

	7

7.1
	EVENTS

Monthly Meetings:
	

	Month
	Day/Date
	Event
	Speaker/Host
	Special requirements

	Sept
	Wed 11
	“Quantum Computing”
	Evan Dembsky 
	Laptop (Lerika to ask Amory Gordon)

	Oct 
	Wed 9
	Eyepieces 
	Chris Stewart 
	Laptop (Lerika/Bruce) and Data projector (Dave)

	Nov
	Wed 13
	“Consciousness Mapping”
	Prof Marilyn Lucas
	Talk and facilities required to be confirmed (contact Trevor to get contact details).

	Dec
	Wed 11
	Informal get-together
	Frans and Melvyn
	Talk/video on Meteorite hunting in Namibia.  Consider catering facilities and charge to the 25 ppl from the Dutch Assoc of Astonomy and Meteorology, at next mtg, who will also attend event.

Also possibly feedback session on the 4th Dec Eclipse.

	Jan
	Wed 8
	Video and talk by Tony Hilton on his recent trip to the Birr telescope in Ireland
	Tony Hilton/Chris P
	Chris P to confirm with Tony.

	7.2
	Star Parties possibilities:
· War Museum Quarterly Star Party

· Star Party at Shades of Ngwenya
	

	7.3
	Other possible future events:

· Prof Block is prepared to do a fund-raising talk for the Centre – possibly a public talk at the Linder auditorium

· Talk by Chris S on Telescope Mounts

· Talk on SALT 

· Field trip to Boyden: Trevor raised the possibility with Matie Hoffman at Boyden and Matie will revert. The 60” has been refurbished and is now a good research instrument. Nevertheless, Matie will bear the Johannesburg Centre in mind

· Visit to SALT in Sutherland: Trevor received an open invitation from Cijs Rijswijk for a visit to SALT
· Talk by Kurt Buchmann on Astrophotography (Lerika to ask Kurt)
· Mark Shuttleworth was not available for a talk in September, but the possibility should continued to be pursued for the future.

	

	7.4
	ScopeX 2003:  Volunteers to serve on a sub-comm to be solicited at Wednesday’s meeting.

Need to find out from the War Museum if 17 May  is their annual Museum Day and if it will suit them and also if the moon will be in a suitable phase.


	Dave

Lerika

	8
	GENERAL
	

	8.1
	Chris P to get pricing in due course on the posters of Mars and the Planets available from Alwyn Botha.  Sharon to get quotes (for block mounting with/without non-reflective glass).


	Chris P

Sharon

	8.2
	There appears to be some confusion about how many, and under whose auspices, Star Parties will be run on 3 Dec at Tshipese.  It was suggested that the ASSA members visiting Tsipese continue with their arrangements for a star party, despite what Frik le Roux may have in mind for a similar session.    


	

	8.3
	Mylar Filters:

There is a roll of Mylar in the Library.  Bruce to take a sample to have it tested before offering it to people.  

Bruce reported that Eloptro can make a variety of filters on request.  He will provide details to Chris P to place on the website (maybe under a section of ‘items to get from nice guys to deal with’) and in Canopus to direct interested people.


	Bruce

Bruce/

Chris P

	8.4
	Chris S reported that the registering of  ScopeX  (name and logo) as a trademark will cost R260 per category of application – there are 3 categories: clothing, publications and events.  Decision whether to proceed  was not finally agreed.  


	Chris S

	8.5
	Minutes of the AGM to be sent to ASSA parent body.  Chris P still needs Evan’s report (Librarian report) before making  these available on the website and forwarding it to Dave for submission to ASSA.


	Chris P/

Dave

	8.6
	BREAK-INS: Upon arrival at the meeting, the committee members noted that a third break-in occurred since the last meeting. (AS&TS fixed the windows flowing the previous break-ins)  Windows were smashed in the kitchen, library and library hall.  The projection unit of the overhead projector was taken and the fridge was cleaned out.  

It was agreed that the break-in should be reported to the Police (Dave), and that consideration be given to installing burglar bars over the windows (taking account of the fact that it is a historical building) – it was proposed that this be done by the Society as the hand-over to FEST is still not clarified and may take a while. 


	Dave

	8.7
	 Evan requested that a budget for the library be discussed – left over for the next meeting.
	Comm

	
	
	

	8.8
	It was suggested that members be asked to forward information to Chris P (for inclusion in Canopus/ website) on future excursions/activities that may be of interest to other members even though these may not be entirely focused on astronomy/sky gazing (such as hiking).


	Dave

	8.9
	Melvyn noted that a survey was done some time back on what the members would like to see the committee do, the results were lost.  Maybe such a survey could be done again.


	Dave

	8.10
	Constant reported that Claire had received a request for accommodation in Joburg from ‘eclipse chasers’ in Dec – Constant to give info to Chris P for inclusion in Canopus.


	Constant/Chris P

	9
	Items from July minutes (to be kept as a list of ideas awaiting interested parties to take the intitative to progress these further)
	

	9.1
	The Johannesburg Centre has agreed to a request from the Planetarium for a photographic display of ASSA activities.
	

	9.2
	Roll of Honour: It was agreed to collate information on all the previous Chairmen and Secretaries and all people who had received honours such as the Papadopoulous Award and place their names on one or more Roll(s) of Honour to be erected on the walls of the Herbert Baker Library Building.  Accordingly, Brian Fraser has contributed a listing, which although extensive, is incomplete. Eben van Zyl has contributed a short list of Chairmen. The resulting list MUST be audited for accuracy.
	

	9.3
	Historical Records: It was agreed that the historical records of the Centre should be collated, made presentable, and handed over to the Librarian for curating. Bruce has possession of a box of records.
	

	9.4
	Standards: It was agreed that standards of all activities undertaken by the Centre should be progressively upgraded and procedures recorded for future Committees.
	

	9.5
	Projects: The Centre should offer various observing projects to new ‘scope owners. This would assist in enabling the Centre to raise the amount of science done.  A task force will be formed to decide on observing projects.


	

	10
	REMINDERS
	

	2002
	ASSA Symposium hosted by the Pretoria Centre, Aloe Ridge: Nov 29 to 31

	
	Nov 19,Leonids

	
	Dec 4, Solar Eclipse

	2003
	Centenary of Flight

	
	August: Mars Opposition

	
	May 7, Mercury Transit 

	2004
	Centenary: Sir Herbert Baker Library Building

	
	Johannesburg Centre to host 2004 ASSA Symposium

	
	June 8, Venus transit

	11


	NEXT MEETING
Monday 9 October at 17h30 in Herbert Baker Library Hall.
	


	Minutes approved by Chairman:
	Date
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