	EVENTS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Participation in scientifically valuable observations using in many cases only binoculars (or even the naked eye!)

· Approximately one third of the world’s solar observers are in Southern Africa;

· Lunar Occultations.  When the Moon passes in front of a star, accurately timing the disappearance and reappearance of the star, knowledge of  the Moon’s orbit and the positions of the stars can be greatly refined. Grazing Occultations – during which the stars just skim the edge of the Moon –  assist in accurately mapping the Polar Regions of the Moon;

· Variable Star observations are probably the most important and intriguing contribution that amateurs make to science. Amateurs around the world record their estimates of the brightness of a given variable star with respect to adjacent stars of known brightness and forward them to a global clearinghouse for use by professionals.

Telescope making classes. With some effort and a modest outlay in cash, you can build a fully functional telescope that will keep you happily observing for years.  Save substantial sums of money and tailor-make the instrument to your own needs. The satisfaction of fashioning an optical surface to an accuracy of a few millionths of an inch with your bare hands is matched only by the pride of accomplishment when you stand back to survey your personal creation and the enjoyment of observing with something you have built yourself. The first glimpse of the heavens through your own home-built telescope is truly a thrilling experience without parallel.


	EVENTS  AND  ACTIVITIES cont...

Group activities and excursions

· Informal gatherings for deep-sky viewing at dark sites, visits to observatories, impact craters and other places of scientific interest, meteorite hunting and even eclipse viewing expeditions;

· We take advantage of circumstances such as visiting scientific luminaries or astronomical events such as meteor showers and the appearance of comets to hold extra-ordinary meetings, viewing sessions and gatherings;

· Courses in constellation recognition, basic astronomy, use of instruments;

· Purely social activities, such as the end-of-year “solstice party”.

Photographic and Electronic Imaging is a field of endeavour that - while it can certainly begin with humble and inexpensive equipment needs - generally attracts those looking for a challenge. Some of our members have even built their own specialist astronomical cameras and tracking platforms dedicated to the task.

Why not involve yourself in contributing to our newsletter? Researching areas of interest is a fulfilling and educational experience.

ENQUIRIES

· www.assajhb.co.za

· Via the Johannesburg Planetarium                 (011) 717 1397 (during office hours)

· Fax 011 339-2926

· E-mail  webmaster@assajhb.co.za
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	WHY JOIN?

Membership of the society has several benefits:

· Contact with friendly, knowledgeable individuals who share your interests in astronomy. We freely impart our knowledge, ideas, enthusiasm, advice and experience.   Have you just purchased a telescope? We can help you to learn to set it up and use it. Are you thinking of purchasing one? We can help you make the right choice. Want to know what’s up there? Need to discuss your theories? We are here!

· Access to our facilities, including a library dedicated to astronomy and related disciplines;

· Use of our instruments. After successful completion of a simple “driver’s course”;

· Participation in our group events and activities;

· Monthly newsletter “Canopus”.


	The Johannesburg Centre of the

Astronomical Society

· Is a group of enthusiasts from all walks of life that share common interest in Astronomy — we welcome and cater for all.  Whatever aspect of astronomy turns you on — we have a place for you;

· Is independent of but affiliated to the Astronomical Society of Southern Africa;

· Holds a monthly meeting at 20h00 on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (except December),  usually on the site of the old Republic Observatory.  The address is 18A Gill St., Observatory, Johannesburg—entrance is via Innes Street.  These meetings generally take the form of a lecture by a guest speaker, a debate or video, with refreshments afterwards;

Holds Public viewing evenings (weather permitting) at the Observatory on certain Friday evenings, starting ~ 8pm.  The general public is  encouraged to come to both the general meetings and the viewing evenings to meet us, look through the Centre’s telescopes and find out more.  (See our website www.assajhb.co.za for further details and phone for confirmation of viewing evening)

	Membership Application/Renewal

(1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005)

Title:____ Full Name:_____________________

ID No: _________________Date:___________

Secondary Family Member: _______________

Postal Address:

Postal Code:               Contact Tel:

E-mail address:

Special Interests:

MEMBERSHIP FEE STRUCTURE

Normal member annual Subs.:    

R125.00

Family annual subs.:                   

R150.00

Minors, Pensioners & Students:

R62.50

Joining fee:                                  

R50.00

Note:

1. The subscription period corresponds to the Centre’s administrative year, i.e. 1 July to 30 June.

2. New members pay a once-off joining fee. 

3. If you join after December, you may take a 50% discount on the Subs. This does not apply to renewals. 

4. Family membership is the same as normal membership, except that only the primary member receives Canopus, our Newsletter. Please provide secondary family members’ details for our records.

Annual subs: (See fee structure)

Less discount (Note 3)

Subtotal

Plus Joining fee (Note 2)

Plus  donation (optional)

Grand Total:
I, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership of the Johannesburg Centre of the Astronomical Society of Southern Africa.  I will, if elected, abide by the Rules of the Society and I will not hold the Society or the Centre nor any of its members liable for any loss or injury sustained either by me, my family or any of my guests while engaged in the activities relating to the Centre.  I acknowledge that the Society reserves the right to refuse membership without disclosing any reasons.

APPLICANT’s SIGNATURE:  _________________
Send completed form and fees to: Membership Secretary, PO Box 412323, Craighall, 2024. Cheques: Mark “Not Transferable”, make payable to “ASSA Johannesburg Centre”.

For electronic payment refer to www.assajhb.co.za
Date received:

Membership No: 




